St. Peter’s Church of England Primary
School, Heysham
2019 – 2020 Prospectus
‘As part of God’s family, we aim high, enjoy and achieve’.

A warm welcome to St. Peter’s
Our History
St. Peter’s is a Church of England Primary School for
children aged between 4 and 11 years of age. The
school dates back to 1769 and has an important
place at the centre of our village community. The
school is located in the old village of Heysham and
enjoys the benefits of a beautiful green site with
generous sized buildings, playgrounds and its own
field. Our recent addition externally is an amazing
outdoor natural Early Years environment.

Our Mission Statement
By living the faith now, we reflect on centuries of Christian village life in Heysham. Jesus said,
“Let your light shine before others.” With our light shining brightly, like Peter, we will be the rock
on which our children can build their lives as part of St. Peter’s family.
Based on Matthew 5:16

Our Christian Values
Courage

Forgiveness

Love

Responsibility

Joy

Trust

Message from the Headteacher
As Headteacher I really do feel privileged to be part of this school. We are striving for excellence,
committed to raising standards, and are determined to make St. Peter’s a school where children
can all flourish. We are all very proud of our caring ethos which is vibrant and alive in all our pupils,
staff, parents and governors.
At St. Peter’s we encourage children to have mutual respect and responsibility for all members of
the school community, and we fully believe that if everyone works as a team, the school will be a
happy place where everyone can do their best.
We welcome you as parents/guardians and look forward to working with you in the future; sharing
with you the responsibility of educating and caring for your child.
Yours sincerely,
Nicola Gomersall, Headteacher

School Organisation
The school has a capacity for 245 children with an admission number of 35. We are currently
244 on roll. There are 8 classes in total, which means that there is 1 class for each year group of
children in KS2 and 4 in Early Years and KS1.

The St. Peter’s Team
Teachers
Headteacher
Skylarks:
Sanderlings:
Oystercatchers:
Eider Ducks:
Turnstones:
Dunlins, Deputy Head:
Lapwings :
Curlews :

Mrs N. Gomersall
Mrs J. Daly and Mrs A.Winter
Miss L. Hayton
Mrs. B. Longdon
Mr G. Smith
Mrs D. Parker (4 days)
Mrs H. Owens (1 day)
Miss J. Mather
Mrs H. Owens
Mr G. Carter
Mrs C. Stainton (4.5 days)
Mrs H. Owens
(0.5 days)

27 YR
25 mix YR and Y1
27 mix Y1 and Y2
30 Y2
34 Y3
36 Y4
34 Y5
31 Y6

Teaching Assistants
HLTA :
TA Level 3

Miss N. Knowles and Mrs A. Winter
Mrs A. Thomson (Skylark and Sanderling) and Mrs F. Newton
(Curlew)
TA Level 2 (main classes) Miss E. Hainsworth (Skylark and Oystercatcher), Mrs E. Stokes
(Sanderling), Mrs A. Edmondson (Eider Duck), Mrs J. Jones
(Turnstone), Mrs J. Jeffreys (Lapwing), Mrs D. Smith (Dunlin)
SEN TAs
Mrs V. Lapworth and Mrs E. Stokes
Learning Mentor
Mrs R. Holmes

Site Staff
Site Supervisor
Cleaners

Mr J. Johnstone
Mrs C. Browne and Mrs S. Wilkinson

Catering Staff

Friends

Manager
Assistants

Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

Mrs R. Parrington
Mrs D. Taylor and Ms D. Smith

Mrs K. Spavin
Mrs R. Dodgson
Ms J. Huddleston

Office Staff
Business Manager
School Bursar

Mrs S. Neville
Mrs J. Mashiter

Welfare Staff
Mid-Day Supervisor

Mrs J. Jones

Welfare Staff

Mrs C. Browne, Miss E. Hainsworth, Miss S. Leyshon, Mrs F. Porter,
Mrs J. Smith, Mrs S. Wilkinson

Governors
Chair of Governors

Mr T. Dodgson

Vice Chair

Mr B. Liu

LA Governor

Dr J. Philp

Foundation Governors

Revd A. Osborn, Mrs J. Charlson, Mrs S. Fryers, Mrs S. McVernon,
Mrs A. Mauger, Mrs V.Stanyer and Mrs S. Wattam

Parent Governors

Mr S. Hemingway and Mr T. Dodgson

Staff Governors

Miss L. Hayton and Mrs B. Longdon

School Day
8.50am – 3.15pm
The amount of time spent on teaching during the normal school week, including religious
education, but excluding the statutory daily act of worship, registration and breaks (including
lunch) is:
Early Years and Key Stage 1

22hrs 5mins

Key Stage 2:

23hrs 20mins

Start of the Day
Doors open at 8.45am for children to enter and get ready for school starting at 8.50am.
End of school day
All children are to be collected at 3.15pm. Gates will open just before this time.
If at the end of the day a child has not been picked up due to a late collection or no contact from
the parent has been received, we will supervise the child by the office until parents arrive. We
shall telephone the parents as soon as we realise they have not been collected.
Registration
Registers are taken at the beginning of the morning session and also the afternoon session. If it
arises that a child is missing, the parents will be informed immediately and every effort will be
made by school staff to locate the child. Registers close at 8.55am and 1.05pm.

School Uniform
Our Governing Body has approved a school uniform for the children who will be attending St.
Peter’s Primary School, Heysham. We feel that it helps children to feel part of the school. It is
the governors’ wish that all children wear the uniform for school. The reason for a uniform is
pride and for health and safety reasons.
All school uniform with a ‘St. Peter’s Logo is available to order from Uniform and Leisurewear, 60
Euston Road, LA4 5DG or at www.ualonline.co.uk. Other items can be purchased from any other
source.
BOYS:

Badged - Red polo shirt
Grey shorts/trousers
Badged - Royal blue sweatshirt
Grey or black socks
Black sensible shoes (strong and hard-wearing)

GIRLS:

Badged - Red polo shirt
Badged - White blouse
Badged – Royal blue sweat shirt/cardigan
Grey pinafore dress/skirt/trousers
Under the knee white or grey socks or red/grey or black thick tights
Black sensible shoes (no open toed sandals/ boots)
Red / white checked dress can be worn in the summer term and in the month of
September (these must be worn with white socks)

P.E./GAMES (in named drawstring bag)
Badged logoed T-shirt in house colours
(KS1 round neck, KS2 polo shirt)
Black shorts, girls may wear shorts or skirt
In winter months, long jogging bottoms (navy or black) may be worn
Footwear for PE - black pumps inside, trainers for in / outdoor PE – depends on lesson.
Children may require sports kits on occasions for after school practice. This is in addition to their
P.E. equipment, as obviously their kit is likely to become wet and dirty. For the same reason
separate footwear is required for P.E. and after school’s clubs.

Hair
There should be no extremes of hairstyles for example shaved hair, excessive gel, wax, hair
spray etc in hair. For reasons of health and safety, we also request that long hair is tied back for
boys and girls if the hair touches the shoulders or is longer and only plain hair accessories
(school colours) are worn. Parents of any child that has a haircut that we feel is extreme will be
telephoned and asked to amend their hair cut at the earliest convenience.

Jewellery
Items of jewellery or charity bands are not allowed in school, apart from a watch. Children are
not allowed to wear earrings for school. It is recommended that children who want to have their
ears pierced should do so at the beginning of the summer holiday. This will enable adequate
healing time before returning to school at the start of the school year, as earrings cannot be worn
in school. If a child forgets to take them out and the child cannot remove them, themselves,
parents will be phoned to ask that they are removed for the next school day. If ears struggle to
heal after the recommended 6 weeks then spacers may be worn until fully healed. This is not a
replacement for ear-rings as a long-term solution.

Nail varnish and make-up
These are not permitted.

Lost Property
Please write your child’s name on any items of clothing brought to school. This won’t stop it
getting lost but it will find its way back quicker!

Pastoral, Care and Discipline
Pastoral
Children with personal problems are able to approach any member of staff. If you have any
cause for concern about your child’s well being at school, please come and see us as soon as
possible and we will try our best to help. Mr. Carter is our pastoral and behaviour lead. In all
matters of care, the school can only act effectively with the co-operation of home. We find that
there are seldom any serious problems and school and home can work together. Mrs Holmes,
as learning mentor, currently works with children in a pastoral remit if they need to talk to
someone.

Behaviour
It is our school policy to reward good
behaviour whenever possible and to
encourage children to embrace good
behaviour. Our ‘Busy Bee’ code of conduct
broadly falls into the categories of – be
friendly and polite, be honest and trustworthy,
be caring, be hardworking, be able to listen
and to be tidy. To reward effort and
attainment, we use a variety of methods,
including verbal and written praise.
Sometimes children are sent to their classes
to ‘show off’ their work. We also have a range
of stickers, certificates and badges, which are
given out during the week alongside our credit
system. We hold a weekly Celebration
Assembly, where children who have done
something well in school are praised for a
particular achievement. Occasionally we
write or telephone parents to tell them how
pleased we are about their child.
We provide opportunities for children to have
extra responsibilities to show them that we
trust them. Our aim is to improve their selfesteem of the children in our care by
rewarding and encouraging them and to
develop self-discipline, together with an
appreciation of and respect for others. We try
to provide children with opportunities to take
responsibility for their school environment.
We use positive and realistic approaches to
promote self-discipline, which incorporates
values of respect, courtesy, honesty,
tolerance and good manners.

It may be necessary, from time to time, to reprimand children or to deprive them of privileges. In
the event of serious cases of indiscipline, parents will be informed and consulted, in accordance
with our Behaviour Policy. We expect staff to deal with the discipline of pupils in their care in a
fair and consistent way and to obtain a healthy balance between rewards and sanction. In

extreme cases of poor behaviour, the Headteacher has the authority to temporarily exclude any
pupil. Should this process be unsuccessful, the Headteacher has the right to exclude a pupil
permanently and parents can appeal to the School’s Governing Body if they don’t agree with the
decision.

Bullying
We consider bullying to be a very serious matter and deal with it promptly whenever it arises. We
have a policy for dealing with bullying and we try to make sure that our response is swift and
consistent. Where bullying has taken place, close contact is kept between home and school and
closely monitored. If you are aware of your child or any child thought to being bullied please get
in touch with your class teacher as soon as possible.

Missing child
Registers are taken at the beginning of the morning session and also the afternoon session. If it
arises that a child is missing, the parents will be informed immediately and every effort will be
made by school staff to locate the child. If the child is still missing by the time the parent arrives
at school, the police will be informed.

Child Protection
As part of the Local Child Protection Procedures, it may be necessary occasionally, for the school
to refer cases of concern to outside agencies, as a constructive and helpful measure. Our Senior
Designated Child Protection Officer is Mrs Gomersall. Our Child Protection Governor is Mr. T.
Dodgson.

Photography
The school is very conscious of keeping your children safe. Parents are asked to complete a
consent form on admission to school to allow photography for us in school and for local
newspapers. As we have a number of children who can’t be photographed, each event is treated
on an individual basis as to whether parents can take photos at a school event. School put
photos on the website and Facebook page to celebrate children’s participation and
achievements.

Pupil Premium Money
The Pupil Premium is funding in addition to the school's budget. Schools are free to decide how
to allocate this funding to best support the raising of attainment for the most vulnerable pupils. In
2018/19 the school received £39,560 in Pupil Premium allocations.
This year the pupil premium of £36,560 is being used in a variety of ways. These include:










Teaching Assistants to deliver personalised intervention programmes
Additional welfare staff
Learning mentor
Kidsafe school status for staff to deliver programmes
Educational psychologists
New PSHE/mental health programme
Enabling pupils to participate in school educational trips
Counselling and support on behaviour
Addressing Individual specific needs

Curriculum Information
Class organisation
All children are taught in single aged classes with support from a Teaching Assistant for the
majority of lessons. Mixed age teaching is in place in Early Years and KS1. Children are
allocated to classes using a holistic approach using the teachers experience and knowledge of
each individual child.
Throughout the school, the style of the lessons may vary according to context and the needs of
the pupils involved. The best interests of the children are the determining factor in all work
planned and we endeavour to cater for individual need and progress at all levels. We strive for
personalised learning and pride ourselves in the teachers having personalised teaching styles.

Curriculum
In delivering the school curriculum we have adopted a creative topic based approach. Our
curriculum will all be based on ‘Lancashire Creative Curriculum’. These incorporate the New
Curriculum 2014. Spanning Foundation Stage through to Year 6, the resources are underpinned
by progression ladders – a learning framework that ensures step-by-step continuity and
progression. This has innovative ideas to inspire pupils and develop their love of learning.
Children may work individually, in groups or in a whole class to provide the best opportunities for
learning and development generally. We may also have school themed weeks or days during the
year where children are involved in a variety of activities off the normal timetable. Last year we
had a music day, history day, mental health week.
Pupils will follow appropriate Programmes of Study, developed through topics. RE, Maths and
some elements of PE, MFL and English are taught separately. They will be assessed regularly
so that the class teacher is able to monitor improvements. The National Curriculum at primary
level is divided into 3 Key Stages:
Foundation Stage: This is the whole of the Early Years curriculum up to and including Reception
class. Children are assessed at the beginning of this stage so that their specific needs can be met
from the start. They are also assessed at the end of the year so that appropriate provision can be
made for them as they enter the KS1 part of their education.
Key Stage 1: This includes Years 1 and 2 and finishes with teacher assessments and tests at
the end of Year 2 in reading and maths.
Key Stage 2: This includes Years 3,4,5 and 6 and finishes with teacher assessments and end of
key stage national tests in reading, maths and Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS).

English
The new English curriculum is made
up of spoken English, reading, writing
and vocabulary.

Spoken English
To speak clearly and convey ideas
confidently using Standard English.
They should learn to justify ideas with
reasons; ask questions to check
understanding; develop vocabulary
and build knowledge; negotiate;
evaluate and build on the ideas of
others; and select the appropriate
register for effective communication.
They should be taught to give wellstructured descriptions and explanations and develop their understanding through speculating,
hypothesising and exploring ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as well as
organise their ideas for writing.

Reading and Writing
We will develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support their acquisition of
knowledge. Pupils will be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose (both fiction and
non-fiction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure. As a school we will do everything to promote
wider reading. We provide library facilities and set ambitious expectations for reading at home.
Pupils will develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and
punctuation. They will be taught the correct use of grammar. They will build on what they have
been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar they use. From
September 2016 we have taught pre-cursive letter formation in Reception class building on this
throughout KS1 into cursive handwriting.
The writing they do will include narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons, summaries
and evaluations: such writing supports them in rehearsing, understanding and consolidating what
they have heard or read. We follow a range of reading schemes including Oxford Reading Tree .

Vocabulary
Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across the
whole curriculum. Teachers will therefore develop vocabulary actively, building systematically on
pupils’ current knowledge. They will increase pupils’ store of words in general; simultaneously,
they will also make links between known and new vocabulary and discuss the shades of meaning
in similar words.
We are teaching from Curriculum 2014 in Literacy and Numeracy in all our classes and will work
to resource it on a continual basis.
Reception children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum so their structure is not as
rigid as this. Most elements are taught, but they may be split up.
We place great emphasis on the development of reading for pleasure and for learning. From
September 2019 we are using ‘Accelerated Reader’ program in KS2. Children and parents are

encouraged to develop reading by using our school diaries and read at least 3 times a week.
Children take home books to practise their reading at home with parents and the child, teacher
and parent complete a reading diary. We use a range of reading schemes which are
complemented by banded level books, which the children choose from in KS1. Library books are
also taken home. The phonics scheme used in the school includes LCP phonics, Letters and
Sounds and support for spelling.

Mathematics
Teachers will develop pupils’ numeracy and mathematical reasoning in all subjects so that they
understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics. Pupils will be taught to apply
arithmetic fluently to problems, understand and use measures, make estimates and sense check
their work. Pupils will apply their geometric and algebraic understanding, and relate their
understanding of probability to the notions of risk and uncertainty. They will also understand the
cycle of collecting, presenting and analysing data. They will be taught to apply their mathematics
to both routine and non-routine problems, including breaking down more complex problems into a
series of simpler steps.
Reception children follow the Foundation Stage curriculum so their daily maths lesson is not as
tightly structured and the different elements may be split up.

Science
We will offer a high-quality science education that
provides the foundations for understanding the world
through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry
and physics. The national curriculum for science aims
to ensure that all pupils:
Aims:


develop scientific knowledge and conceptual
understanding through the specific disciplines of
biology, chemistry and physics

develop understanding of the nature, processes
and methods of science through different types of
science enquiries that help them to answer scientific
questions about the world around them

are equipped with the scientific knowledge
required to understand the uses and implications of
science, today and for the future.

Religious Education
Religious Education is included in the basic curriculum for all pupils. Being an Anglican
Voluntary Aided School, Christian Teaching guides the life of the school and all those involved
are committed to creating an environment, which reflects true expressions of Christianity. The
ethos of the school is one where the children grow and develop in a happy, secure environment,
which demonstrates and encourages our Christian values. Religious Education is taught
according to the rites, doctrines and practices of the Church of England. We teach RE in

accordance with the Blackburn Diocese Syllabus for Church Schools – ‘a journey of faith’.
Therefore 80% of our time is allocated to the teaching of Christianity and 20% of our teaching
time is spent on other faiths. In accordance with the Education Reform Act, we provide Religious
Education as part of every child’s curriculum as well as a daily act of collective worship.

Collective Worship
At St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School, Heysham worship is provided for all pupils on a
daily basis. A variety of people will be invited to contribute to worship including all staff, pupils,
governors, parents, clergy and visiting speakers. Our aim is to encourage maximum involvement
and participation.
The policy of worship is in accordance with guidance provided by Blackburn Diocese. Parents do
have a right to withdraw their children from worship, but as the day to day running of the school
reflects this policy, removal of pupils cannot insulate pupils from the religious life of the school.

Links with our local church
We have good links with St. Peter’s Church and Revd Andrew Osborn. He leads our Eucharist
services in school and fronts our services in church led by the children such as Easter, Christmas
and Harvest.

Heysham St. Peter’s
Revd Osborn and his congregation always extend a warm welcome to the pupils and families
from St. Peter’s School. There are a number of services on Sunday including Café Church at
9.15am every 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday, which takes place in school. This is followed by a weekly
service in the church at 10.15am on 1st,3rd and 4th Sunday. A vibrant and fun packed Sunday
School takes place at St. James. Revd Osborn is also available for family events such as
baptism by prior appointment. He is also available for general pastor support at any time.
Please respect his day off on Tuesday.

Computing
We will provide an every improving computing education that equips pupils to use computational
thinking and creativity to understand and change the world. Computing has deep links with
mathematics, science, and design and technology, and provides insights into both natural and
artificial systems.
Aims:





can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation
can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems
can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies,
analytically to solve problems
are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and
communication technology.

We are well resourced for computer hardware for both children and staff to use.

Art and Design
A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping
them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft
and design.
Aims:






produce creative work, exploring their ideas
and recording their experiences
become proficient in drawing, painting,
sculpture and other art, craft and design
techniques
evaluate and analyse creative works using
the language of art, craft and design
know about great artists, craft makers and
designers, and understand the historical
and cultural development of their art forms.

Geography
We will provide a high-quality geography education, this should inspire in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
Teaching will equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural
and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and
human processes.
Aims:






develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial
and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features
of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and
change over time
are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
o
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

History

We will provide a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and
understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to
know more about the past.
Aims:











know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative,
from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of
past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’,
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts,
analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured
accounts, including written narratives and analyses
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to
make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and
interpretations of the past have been constructed
gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history;
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between
short- and long-term timescales.

Physical Education
We provide a high-quality physical education curriculum that inspires all pupils to succeed and
excel in competitive sport and other
physically-demanding activities. It will
provide opportunities for pupils to
become physically confident in a way,
which supports their health and
fitness. Opportunities to compete in
sport and other activities build
character and help to embed values
such as fairness and respect. We
have a sports leader who coordinates the tournaments.
All classes have 2 hours of PE
lessons a week. Over the year,
children in Year 4 and Year 3 go
swimming every week to Bay
Leadership Academy and children in
Year 5 have the opportunity to go to
Lakeside for outdoor and adventurous activities, that is undertaken as a residential course.
Aims:





develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
are physically active for sustained periods of time
engage in competitive sports and activities
lead healthy, active lives.

We pride ourselves in taking part in many local matches and tournaments throughout the year.
Please see our Sports Premium Report for our amazing achievements last year which include
Gold Sports Mark.

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)
Personal, Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E.) and citizenship helps to give pupils the
knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and
to become informed, active, responsible citizens.
Our aim at St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School, is to encourage pupils to take part in a
wide range of activities and experiences across and beyond the curriculum, contributing fully to
the life of the school and the community. We do not wish merely to produce a well-behaved
child, but one who wishes to behave well. We provide an atmosphere within school, which is not
too severe as to repress and weaken the character, nor one that is too easy going, which has not
the power to control and guide the child. We encourage the child to be clean and tidy, both
personally, in the classroom and around school. Good manners are expected at all times. All the
children are taught how to be helpful to others and to be able to accept different responsibilities
We also aim to develop a lively enquiring mind within each child and we give them the
opportunity to develop the ability to question and argue rationally and to apply themselves to
different tasks. In all situations we encourage children to express themselves orally. We help

them to try and understand the world we live in and to relate to other people of all ages. We
hope that they will learn to respect their own and other people’s moral values and to be tolerant
of other people’s opinions.

Foreign Languages
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other
cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their
understanding of the world.
Aims:






understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic
sources
speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating
what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually
improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation
can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of
grammatical structures that they have learnt
discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

At St. Peter’s French is taught each week for 45 minutes on average per week in KS2.

Music
We aim to deliver a high quality music education which will engage and inspire pupils to develop
a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and
sense of achievement.
Aims:





perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres,
styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians
learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including
through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture,
structure and appropriate musical notations.

There is the opportunity to learn to play a brass instrument, woodwind or the guitar through
Lancashire Music Service in KS2 and we encourage all musicians to perform at school events
and in acts of worship. All children in Year 3 this year will learn the ukulale.

Design and Technology
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and
imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a
variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.

Aims:





develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks
confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world
build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and
make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

We have a room dedicated to food technology fully resourced complete with a cooker and
washing up facilities.

Special Educational Needs
A child has Special Educational Needs if they have a learning or behavioural difficulty which calls
for special educational provision to be made for him or her. This includes children that are
exceptionally talented. A child has a learning difficulty if he or she has a significantly greater
difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age or has a disability which either
prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind provided for
children of the same age in schools within the area of the Local Authority.
At St. Peter’s, we aim to identify such needs as early as possible to ensure the best chance of
resolving any difficulties. As always, we seek to involve parents in their children’s progress, so
additional help suited to individual needs can be supported and consolidated at home. Children
receive help for as long as it is needed which is closely linked with the work done by the rest of
their class. Our job is to recognise whether specialist skills are required to overcome learning
difficulties. However, as parents are their children’s first teachers, we need your observations in
order to evaluate and help solve problems. In all special needs work in school, the emphasis is
on close co-operation between parents and teachers. The importance of this cannot be too
strongly stated and you will be involved and informed at every stage, should your child need
special help.

Special Educational Needs – advice or complaints
Should you require information or have any complaints about the provision made for your child
you should in the first instance, discuss them with the class teacher or the SENCO, Mrs Parker.
If there continues to be a problem this should be brought to the attention of the Headteacher. In
very rare circumstances it may be necessary to involve governors. In these cases the SEN
Governor could be contacted who is Mrs Suzie McVernon, contactable through the school office.

Assessment
This is an integral part of our teaching and learning and will be carried out continually as part of
daily school life. Teachers get to know the children in their class very well, knowing their
strengths and weaknesses, the best way to get them to learn and what is the appropriate next
step. In addition to this, children are tested more formally at the end of each key stage with
National Curriculum Standard assessment Tests (SATs) at the end of Year 2 and 6 in maths,
reading and in grammar, punctuation and spelling. These formal and informal assessments will
form the basis of our annual written reports that we send out to you during the summer term.
Each term we will keep you informed as to how your child is progressing with the new end of year
objectives and the progress they have made that term.

Homework
We greatly value parents’ support of schoolwork and in line with government recommendations
we have produced a Homework Policy. This policy sets out our aims, and the purpose of
homework. We focus on spellings, tables and reading and would appreciate you supporting your
child in these areas. Each child has a reading record and we ask that you comment in this with
your child’s reading on a regular basis but at least three times a week.
The homework policy is available on the school website.

More able pupils
Some pupils are identified as being ‘able, gifted and talented’. This includes a variety of
advanced skills and could be for example a child with a particular mathematical talent or a gifted
musician. These children are supported through appropriate challenges to meet their needs.
The co-ordinator monitors their progress to ensure they are achieving their full potential. A
register of these children is kept and reviewed annually. Further details can be obtained from the
Headteacher/Mrs Stainton.

School clubs
We are very fortunate to offer the following in school, last year – tennis, drama, cooking, coding,
football, ocarina, choir, history and art club. The majority of these will continue this year. Some
may carry a charge which is used to purchase resources, pay coaches and new equipment for
that particular club.

School Inspection
The school will, under the framework regarding school inspection, ensure that all parents are
informed fully of the process at the time of inspection. The school is a Voluntary Aided Church of
England school, and therefore has a Denominational Inspection as well as the Ofsted Inspection.
You will be asked to comment on the school on-line and will be provided with a summary of the
final report. The school was last inspected in November 2018. We were classed as a “Good”
school. We were really happy but know the hard work continues on our journey! Copies of the
report are available on request. Any more information on inspection, which may be required, is
available from the Headteacher. Our SIAMS inspection in 2015 was ‘Outstanding’.

Our Healthy School

Sex and Relationship Education
We provide a programme of sex and relationship education as part of our personal, social and
health education curriculum throughout the school. The subject is dealt with in a factual,
sensitive and caring way. Parents have the right to withdraw their children form these lessons,
but there are elements of sex and relationship education that are taught as part of the Science
curriculum and children cannot be withdrawn from this part of the curriculum. Your input at this
time is welcome.

Promoting a healthy school
The Governors of the school seek to guarantee a healthy learning environment for all the
school’s pupils, staff, parents and visitors. The school has achieved the Lancashire Healthy
Schools’ Award.

We promote healthy living, exercise and educate our children to live healthy lives. The school
takes part in the National Fruit scheme and encourages children to choose healthy options for
break time snacks. Parents are asked to support the school with a healthy focus when
preparing their packed lunch. Lunchboxes should include healthy food – sandwiches, yoghurts,
fruit, a drink (no fizzy drinks), pudding (one piece of chocolate – no sweets). For younger
children you may want to cut the fruit up for them. We also provide lunches from the ‘Fresher
Plus’ menu from the LCC catering firm. This means that all lunches are prepared from scratch
using fresh local produce. All children in YR, 1 and 2 will receive a free lunch should they wish to
have a school dinner. We are a nut free school. School dinners are currently £2.40 for
children. All dinner money must be paid on ParentPay on-line.

School milk
This is available for all KS1/Early Years children. It is available at a subsidised cost and the
children receive a third of a pint carton a day. The order for milk is placed via ‘Cool milk’ at the
beginning of each term and the money paid online at www.coolmilk.com.

School Health Service
Lancashire provides medical care for your children. Throughout their primary school days they will
receive medicals at school. We will let you know when these occur and you will be notified of any
problems.

No Smoking
Smoking is not allowed in any part of the school premises or school grounds at any time. Our nosmoking policy applies to staff, parents and all visitors and users of the school. This sets a
positive, healthy role model to all our pupils. This includes e-cigarettes.

Water Bottles
We ask all children to always have a sports top water bottle in school, which comes into school
filled every morning. This may only contain water. We do not allow ones that require a bottle top.
There is the opportunity to refill this during the day from our water chiller.

Snacks
Children are allowed to bring in their own fruit.

School council
The school has elected a School Council run by Mrs Longdon. The Council is made up of
representatives from each class from Year 2 upwards. The council meet on a weekly basis with
members of staff to discuss issues and topics, which directly affect them and the school.

Road safety
Road safety forms a very important part of the
children’s learning and several activities take place in
YR, 1 and 2 to teach children how to keep safe when
crossing the road and walking to school (The
Lancashire Right Start Programme). We value
parental help in supporting these activities. A bike
ability course takes place in Year 6 which now involves
some on-road training.

School Rules
Our rules are based on the positive. The governors and staff wish to promote a safe, healthy and
happy community and appreciate the parental support we receive regarding these issues.

Illness
For safety reasons we do not like to have, or administer medicines at school. However there
have to be exceptions to this rule especially having medicines with food or for allergies, so please
ask if it is a one-off or for the summer months for hayfever.
If the medicine has been prescribed by the doctor and has to be taken 4 times a day, we will then
give the medicine to your child. This is because it is difficult to fit 4 doses of medicine into the
day if none are given at school. Wherever possible we will observe the children administering
their own medicines rather than us administering the medicine. This depends on the age of the
child and nature of the medicine. Any medicines brought to school must be left in the School
Office, clearly marked with written permission to supervise the pupil taking them. Forms are
available from school. No medicines are to be left in classrooms apart from inhalers and
epipens.
If a child becomes unwell or has an accident whilst at school, we try to make them comfortable
until we are able to contact you. It is essential that parents or another responsible person,
nominated as an emergency contact, can be contacted. Please keep us informed of any
changes of address, telephone numbers and emergency contact.
Please remember that if your child is unable to attend school because of illness, a telephone call
must be made that morning. All absences must be authorised.
If your child is physically sick or has diarrhoea, then our school policy is not to return to school for
48 hours. We follow county guidelines on this and other illnesses and contagious diseases.

Absence
Some children are absent during school time. A leave of absence form must be completed if you
require time off school for leave. Absences are only authorised in exceptional circumstances.
We follow the new government guidelines, which means that if your child receives 5 days
unauthorised in one term or 10 days over two terms, a referral is sent into County who may
decide to fine the parents. The fine currently stands at £120 per parent, per child. This is
reduced if paid within a certain time period. Please refer to our attendance policy for full details
on this.
We are always striving for better attendance figures.
2018/2019 – Attendance was 97%

Accidents
Children occasionally have accidents in school and we administer first aid to them according to
the recommendations of the Local Authority.

If your child has received a bump on the head, they will be given a note by their teacher informing
you, and asking you to look out for any delayed reactions to the bump.
The general advice, which we are given, is to treat injuries (the vast majority of which are cuts
and grazes) by cleaning them and protecting them from dirt and infection. We are advised
against the use of ointments as they risk allergies and damage to skin tissue. In general, we use
clean water and a dry dressing, when felt necessary. An accident slip is provided for you if we
feel you need to be aware of an injury that has occurred, although we do not report on minor
injuries.
In the event of a real emergency, every attempt will be made to contact parents before a child is
taken to hospital. It is important that we are informed of any disability, allergy etc. If your child
has a recurring condition (e.g. asthma) it is essential we are informed.

Mobile phones
These are not allowed to be brought into school by children except in Year 6 when a child is walking
to/from school on their own. Mobile phones are brought to school at the owners’ risk and left in the school
office and must be labelled and switched off.

Toys at school
We discourage toys being brought into school (unless for a special occasion) as they can
accidentally become damaged or lost.

Parking and pick-up
The police have requested that there is considerate parking around school in the residential
streets as there have been problems with vehicles blocking driveways. The enforcement officer
makes random checks and we now inform the police of any parent/guardian who consistently
parks illegally outside school.

Governors’ policy on charging
A full copy of the school’s charging policy is available from the school office for parents to view. If
a parent requires a policy there may be a cost – these are all listed in the Freedom of Information
policy, which is on the school website.
In accordance with the Education Reform Act (1988) and circular 2/89, the education provided in
maintained schools for its registered pupils should be free if it takes place wholly or mainly during
school hours. The Governors have therefore adopted the following policy:

a.) Education during school hours
Educational visits of at least 50% of the school day will be funded by voluntary contributions from
parents based on the cost per child. Failure to make a contribution in respect of a child will not
result in differential treatment of that child, but should too few contributions be received, the trip
may have to be cancelled. It is school policy that no child should be excluded on financial
grounds alone. Children eligible for free school meals may be subsidised.
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum and no charge is made for this.
However, there is a charge made for individual or group tuition if this is not part of the National
Curriculum which is a scheme between Lancashire Music Service and parents.

b.) Activities wholly or mainly outside school hours
The Governors may wish to charge for activities outside school hours that are not provided
specifically to fulfil statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum (or Religious Education).
It should be understood that participation in such an “optional extra” activity is on the basis of
parental choice and willingness to pay.

c.) Residential visits
If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly in school time, we ask parents
to make voluntary contributions to cover the cost of transport and the activities undertaken.
However, the Governors’ policy is that a charge should be made to all parents/guardians for
board and lodgings arising from residential activities.

Financial Support
The school has some money to use within school for families that require financial support. This
is at the discretion of the Headteacher. If you are struggling to pay for uniform or a school trip
please do not hesitate to make an appointment with the Headteacher who will be more than
happy to discuss the situation.

Charges for equipment
The Governors may impose charges for ingredients, materials etc which are required for practical
subjects and which are taken home. Children who break items of school property through its
misuse or lose a school reading/library book are asked for an amount to replace the item.

Complaints procedure
The Governors have adopted the LA model procedure for dealing with general or curricular
complaints and this is available on the school website. Most concerns and/or complaints can
usually be dealt with informally in school.

Freedom of Information Act
The Governing Body has implemented procedures in line with the publication of the ‘Freedom of
Information Act 2000’. The policy is on the school website. Non-confidential information and
documentation is available from the school office on request. Some items are chargeable.

Equality
We are an inclusive school and will admit any child regardless of any disability or specific needs
and this is stated in our admissions policy. Once we know a child is starting with specific
disabilities, information is gathered from agencies involved with the family and child as soon as
possible to ensure smooth transition into our school. We respect the decision a parent makes for
their child to attend a mainstreamed school. We are a very caring school and our children are
extremely supportive of children that have special needs and disabilities. If we ever felt a child
was being singled out for their disability this would be dealt with immediately.

Parents and the School
We want to be a very open school with parents coming in to help teachers and pupils. We want
to share your child’s education with you because this partnership can make a big difference to
your child’s school life.
We find that the more opportunity that is taken to talk about school and your child, the better their
progress is. If you are worried about something, then please come and see us because together
we can solve problems. If you want some time to talk alone with us, then please ask the class
teacher in the first instance for an appointment, we can then discuss your concerns in a private
and quiet setting.
If you are pleased, then let us know! We need to be praised as well as the children. It makes us
better workers too!

Liaison with parents
We offer termly meetings to allow parents to:
 meet their child’s teacher
 discuss their child’s progress and learning targets with the class teacher
 discuss the child’s annual report
 learn about curriculum areas, statutory assessments etc
We will also hope that parents will avail themselves of the opportunity to join us on occasions
such as school concerts, sports days, social functions and religious acts of worship.

Communication with parents
We provide effective channels of communication with parents. You will be informed of events
taking place in school or items of interest via the following channels:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Weekly newsletters via email and on the website
School website
School Facebook page
Letters (specific issues/events)
Child’s reading diary

Parents wishing to see either the Headteacher or a Class teacher are asked to telephone school
and make an appointment if you are unable to catch them after/before school. Please do not be
offended if we can’t see you straight away if you pop into the office.

Parental involvement in school
The role of parents is vital in the education of their
children. The Governors and staff welcome close links
with parents and encourage parental help in several
areas of school life. Your involvement in the life of our
school could influence how your child responds to the
opportunities, which school offers.
St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School aims to
provide an environment where all the children feel secure
and happy, are high in self-esteem and so are able to
develop their many diverse talents and personalities.
All the children, and their parents, are equally important to us and we very much hope you will feel
encouraged to make a positive and supportive contribution in some areas of school life.
We are always grateful for the help parents can give to us in school in assisting with reading,
baking, sewing, working in the library or helping groups on the computer. Each year at the start
of the autumn term, a letter asking for volunteers is circulated. If you feel you are able to help us,
we would be most pleased to hear from you. A handbook assists parents in helping in school.

Friends (PTFA)
The ‘Friends’ consists of a group of enthusiastic parents and friends of the school, who organise
many social and money-making events throughout the year and, with willing help from teachers,
raise significant quantities of money. We also involve the children in as many of the Friends events
as possible. This provides funding for extra technical equipment and other facilities that the school
could not normally afford. In recent years the Friends has helped to fund new computers and
helped with the cost of trips. Last year their main area of fund raising was to provide the school
with new library and reading books, new picnic tables and this year to enhance our outdoor learning
areas.
The Friends is run very informally and new members are always welcome. The only qualification
required is a desire to have lots of fun whilst providing extras for our children at school. We would
like you to come and join our merry band, but supporting our events is just as important and also
very much appreciated.
Please contact school, a member of the committee or a member of staff should you be interested
in joining.

Breakfast Club
A management committee runs the club, Mr P. Garnett is the chairperson, contactable through the
school office.
The breakfast club runs in the school providing supervised care by qualified staff from 7.45am to
8.45am. This facility is run to support our busy, working parents and offers places for 32 children.
The club is open on weekdays during term time.
There is a charge of £3.40 per session, or £3.20 for siblings and this includes a breakfast of juice,
cereals and toast. Bookings can be made through Mrs Newton or Mrs Thomson or on their email
address – please see school website for details.
DISCLAIMER
The information supplied in this document is in accordance with information at present available
to the Governors of St. Peter’s Primary School, and is believed to be correct at the time of
printing, September 2019. In particular nothing herein prejudices the right of the Education
Committee or any of its sub-committees, the Governors or the Head of the school, to make any
decision relating to the school as it sees fit, without regard to whether this will affect the accuracy
of any matters contained in this publication.
Further, neither the governors nor the school, nor the Local Authority, nor any member of the
authority of the school, is deemed in any way responsible for any erroneous information in this
document.

